
1 K? I 

Mme 15 Number^Ki 
luary 20, 1999 


'ALBERTA 

^NATIVE: 

IcNEWSl 























Alberta Native News January, 1999 


#tflLBERTrci 


iiwaw 


“No Government Grants " 

#330 Canada Trust Building 
10038 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2W2 Mail Product 

Telephone: (403) 421-7966 Fax: 424-3961 Sales Agreement 

E-mail: nalhrenews9power6urfr.com Mo. 0467 057 

Volume IS, Number 12 
January, 1999 
ISSN 608294135 

PUBLISHER-EDITOR: Dave Moser 
ASSOCIATE-EDITOR: Deborah Moser 
ADVERTISING: Larry Shenker 

Danila Nanaquawetung 
CIRCULATION: Jerry Reeder 
CUSTOMER RELATIONS: Sharon McClure 


Its rusorvod No part ol this nowspopor may ho reproduced 



SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

Alberta Native News 

330, 10036 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2W2 



EDITORIHL 
SPEAKING OUT 


Emotional health linked 
with physical healing 

by Lee Maracle 

I have just finished reading your newspaper (No¬ 
vember issue). Congratulations for the sincere focus 

on “Violence Prevention" for this issue. I just want to ... 

add some information to one of the articles, What Are 
The Affects Of Violence On Your Health. The author 
states that “Physical injuries such as bruises and 
broken bones will eventually heal," then goes on to 
describe the “scars" left by emotional abuse. There is 
a growing amount of evidence among the Holistic 
Health Practitioners that clearly indicates that “physi¬ 
cal injury" can lead to such phenomena as Chronic 
Pain Syndrome and Chronic Fatigue. Further, a head 
injury can have lasting damaging affects on an indi¬ 
vidual if the scull cap experiences parting. These 
affects can range from Attention Deficit Disorder, 
hyper-activity, migraines, memory loss, memory dys¬ 
function, and chronic pain. 

Further, we should be aware that the body is our 
protector. It has an intelligence system all its own. 

Communicators between the brain, the nervous sys¬ 
tem and the body determine just how much courage 
we exhibit in risk-taking ventures of either a physical 
or emotional nature. The body remembers the results 
of activity In a Simple[ manner titan does the brain, 
but It does remember. Someone's behaviour may 
trigger a physical response—like panic attack. A 
smell, a recurring similar situation, can also trigger 
old physical responses. When this happens the brain 
allies with the body and justifies the body response. 

I hero present n brief example: Georgia t not her real 
name) leels tension rising in the room at a band 
council meeting. Whenever this occurs her body tem¬ 
perature drops. She shivers with cold. Confused, she 
asks others if thev are cold, “or is it just me". No one 
else seems cold. She visits her physician who finds 
nothing “wrong with her”. The process keeps recur- 
boon labeled a “hypochon- 



ing, until ---- W „ <V |HI 

tlnnc by her physicinn. She begins to believe him. 

After learning about Residential School Syndrome, 
Georgia visits with a counsellor who notices that 
when she speaks of her experience at the school she 
gets cold. The counsellor inquires about it. Georgia 
realizes for the first time that the cold is connected to 
tension—fear in fact. “Sometimes, it is not even my 
fear," she relays. They track back the origin of the 
cold. Georgia experiences a “flash of memory." Her 
mother is in labour, she is freezing. The counsellor 


idy for the |ob marked Learo the current Busmcs> « BU 
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recommended she talk to her mother and ask her 
about it. Her mother confirmed the memory. In fact, 
this turned out to be the case. Her mother had had to 
travel by horse and buggy in January through the 
frozen ice roads on their lake to get to the hospital. 
The blanket did not cover the mother's belly and so 
Georgia experienced frost bite and exposure in the 
womb. During the trip across the ice field (frozen lake) 
her mother was terrified. At 14, she was not sure 
either she or the baby would make it and survive. Tho 
baby picked up the emotional message from her mother 
while experiencing the physical injury of exposure. 
Every time Georgia percoived the tension of fear in 
the room an exposure response was “triggered” by her 
body. 

In fact, no physical injury occurs without some sort 
of emotional state accompanying it. Happiness is not 
usually the emotion which accompanies injury: fear, 
anger, sadness, etc., often are preceded by physical 
injury. The body responds to both injury and emo¬ 
tional state. Georgia’s response to fear in others was 
physical cold and emotional willfulness—read by oth¬ 
ers as non-cooperation. Both those responses were 
original responses to the physical injury of nearly 
freezing to death even before she was born and having 
to fight for her tiny life. They were triggered by her 
mother's fear. Her mother’s fear became the “enve¬ 
lope” which held both these responses in place. Her 
wilfullness was based on her desperate need to sur¬ 
vive and soof course was an over-kill response lateron 
and Georgia came to find it amusing. 

Physical iivjury does not always heal with time. 
Chronic pain suffers have generally experienced in¬ 
jury as children. Injuries which did not properly heal. 
Further, injury often complicates the emotional heal- 
Continued on page 25 
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Avalanche kills eleven in 
Quebec Native community 

Ky Ennis Morris 

;w Year's Day 1999 will be remembered as a day of tragedy in the remote 
jrthem Quebec community of Kangiqsualujjuaq. formerly known as George 
While most other Canadians were celebrating the New Year, the residents 
small Inuit community were overwhelmed with grief as they mourned the 
sath of nine co mm u ni ty residents and the serious injuries of two dozen others. 



Three hundred people were gathered together to celebrate the the countdown to 
999 when an avalanche swooped down the side of a 400 metre (1315 feet) high 
: and crashed into the sideofthe Kangiqsualujjuaq community’s, Satuumavik 
:hool gymnasium. 

According to school principal, John Leduc, there was no time o escape. The 
valanche, he said, only “took half a second" to wreak its havoc on the unprepared 
itizens of this tiny hamlet, located about 1,735 kilometres north of Montreal. 


Though this isn’t the first time an avalanche has occurred at the school site, it 
is the first time that the result brought serious injury and death. Considered to be 
one of the province's worst avalanche disasters, the recent Kangiqsualujjuaq 
tragedy has seen a team of avalanche experts arrive to study a previous Quebec 
government analysis of the area and the situation. 

Quebec Public Security Minister. Serge Menard, told media that the province's 
engineers “recognize themselves that their experience in avalanches is limited” 
when compared “to experts who live in conditions where this type of phenomenon 
is common. An avalanche of this magnitude has never happened here." 

The expert consulting team will have access to a school board’s study that had 
never been released to the Inuit community's municipal council 

Since experiencing their first avalanche in 1994 tlie citizens of Kangiqsuahtjjuaq 
have expressed their concerns about the location of the school and what they could 
do to prevent another slide. The school board has directed a study of the area and 
school officials continually remind students to stay ofTthe snow covered hills that 
loom threateningly over the school. 

Immediately after arriving on the scene. Transport Canada's engineers had the 
community evacuate 10 buildings near the avalanche-prone area. Those buildings 
are not expected to remain empty for long. The community has decided to close the 
school for the balance of tile winter season. 

Public Security officials are waiting for the advice of their experts’ report before 
determining whether or not it will be necessary to relocate any of the buildings 
that surround the school. 


PFRA«r* 


Professional and technical staff working with 
Prairie people to build a viable agricultural industry 
and to support a sound rural economy, healthy 
environment and a high quality of life. 

Visit our website at http://www.agr.ca/pfra 
or contact our Aboriginal Employment 
Co-ordinator: Dale Worme at (306) 975-6581 . 

■ Ag'icuin 

■ Agrl-Foo 


Child Listen! 

Beat your drum loudly. 

Speak your tongue proudly, and 
Learn from your Elders well, 
for in your hands lies our future! 

Compliments of Chief, Council and Staff 



The Communities of Moose Factory 
& Moosonee, Ontario Proudly Presents 
The Michael Trapper Memorial Gathering 
March 4, 5, 6 & 7, 1999 


e% 


31 lexis S7nJian *33ancf #/: 

p. O. Box 7, Glenevis, Alberta TOE OXO 
Phone(780)967-2225 
Fax (780) 967-5484 
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Employment prospects for Aboriginal 
people bleak without intervention 
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to guide our Youth on their journey through life! 
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Saluting Native Youth 
Work hard and you will 
achieve your goals 


Compliments of... 


S3W Up CUvbl 

QQQQO 



E ENCOURACjE OUR Youtk in All itlEiR ENdEAVOURS 
fOR IN TkEIR kANds liES tk E FiRST NATiON fuTURF ' 

FRO M PoliCECkiEfDAVE HAMilTONANd S,A f f of 


SIKSIKA 

NATION 

POLICE 

SERVICE 


K SATURDAY & SUNDAY DINNER SPECIALS 
NEXT SPECIAL • SATURDAY, FEB. 2‘ 


3414-118 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 

(780) 474-4670 


To contact the Police Administration 

orwrite p’o^Boje 1T29 734 " 3610 

o. Box 1129, Siksika, AB TOJ 3W0 


U10ME POT CRYSTAL BALL 


LOONIE POT HOTLINE 461-1295 469-0407 
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Saluting Native Youth 



ABORIGINAL AUTOMOTIVE CENTRE 


OVER 300 TRUCKS IN STOCK!! 

TAKE OVER PAYMENTS 

© ALL MAKES AND MODELS © BUY HERE PAY HERE! © 

© WE TAKE TRADES © PAYMENTS STARTING AT $39 PER WEEK © 
© OVER 500 TRUCKS CARS & VANS TO CHOOSE FROM © 

© OUT OF TOWN? CALL TOLL FREE AND WE WILL DELIVER © 



FORD FI 50 TRUCKS 

Large variety models, options, 
and colours, of Ford F150 
Supercabs, 2WDs & 4x4 Pick-up trucks 
from 1993 1998 

1998 - 1996 VEHICLES 

Large variety of choices, 
all makes including 

Ford Explorers & Rangers, CMC Jimmys, 
Sierras, Pickups, Chev Cheyennes, 
Silverados & Chevy Blazer vehicles 



NO CREDIT APPLICATION REFUSED!! O.A.C. 

* 1 -800-447-0744 ASK FOR GINA * 

_—... 
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Achievers video honours Native youth 


by John Copley 

Entertainer Gord Loutit has created an inspiring 
piece of work that highlights and honours one of 
Aboriginal Canada’s greatest resources, the spirit 
and resiliency ofits youth. The outstanding 15 minute 
video presentation. Achievers and Dreamers, and its 
corresponding CD, complete with 10 original compo¬ 
sitions, were sponsored by numerous companies and 
organization’s including Manitoba’s Northern Affairs 
branch, Canada Post, The Manitoba Metis Federa¬ 
tion, the Northwest Company, Weetamah, MZ Con¬ 
tracting Ltd., the Winnipeg Fur Exchange, and the 
First Nations Buying Group. 

The sales generated from the video and CD were 
presented as a gift to the Anishnaabe Oway-ishi 
organization, to continue its work in recognizing 
Manitoba’s Aboriginal youth. 

Anishnaabe Oway-ishi is the non-profit organiza¬ 
tion that oversees and administers the annual Mani¬ 
toba Aboriginal Youth Achievement Awards project. 

The MidCan Production was directed by Noah 
Erenberg and produced by Kevin Dunn. The upbeat 
video, which includes the Achievers and Dreamers 
theme song, was the result of the efforts and partici¬ 
pation of dozens of Aboriginal role models and their 
peers as well as numerous organizations and spon- 

The Achievers and Dreamers project, notes Gord 
Loutit, “is dedicated to all the youth who follow their 
dreams and achieve their goals and to those who have 
the courage to fight on against all odds to succeed." 



Anishnaabe Oway-ishi Program Coordinator, 

■ Darlene Daniels, say the “sky is the limit" for young 

rll 

organization’s inception in 1989 and “eduction | 
of the Aboriginal achievers program in 1992, she*i 
seen a lot of young Natives graduate high school, 
enter university and become successful at their indi- ( 
vidual challenges and career opportunities. 

“Many of them." she added, "credit the program 
with helping them to get their feet on the ground and, 
their minds and bodies into working to meet their, 
goals and objectives. Reminiscing about the nrst 
years of the annual youth awards presentations, 
Daniels says they only expected a small turnout., 
Instead they had a foil house and its been foil ever 

Other noted persons commenting and congratulat¬ 
ing the 1998 Aboriginal achievers on the video include 
Manitoba's Lieutenant-Governor, Yvon Dumont; As¬ 
sembly of Manitoba Chiefs, Grand Chief Rod Bushie 
and Manitoba Metis Federation spokesperson, David 
Chartrand. 

Formore information about the annualyouth awards 
project or to order your copy of the Achievers and 
Dreamers video and/or CD, contact Anishnaabe Oway- 
ishi at 1-204-957-7930. 


AFN fights 
smoking epidemic 
among youth 


Birthright® 

For the Birthright office nearest you phone 
1-800-550-4900 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 
Birthright offers free, non-judgmental, confidential, 
practical and material support tp women facing 
unplanned preganancies to assist them to carry their 
babies to term. Help is provided regardless of age, 
race, religion, marital status or economics. 

Visit us on the World Wide Web: 
http://www.birthright.org 
E-mail: info@birthright.org 
Fax: (416) 469-1772 

777 Coxwell Avenue, Toronto, ON M4C 3C6 


National Chief Phil Fontaine is alarmed at the 
latest statistics that show a rate of addiction to 
smoking among First Nations peoples to be twice 
the national average of non-Aboriginal Canadians. 
In response to the recent statistics, the National 
Chief will be asking for support from First Nations 
chiefs to develop an anti-smoking strategy aimed at 
reversing this dangerous trend. 

“I was struck at the extremely high rate of smok¬ 
ing among our peoples. Smoking is proven to be a 
major cause of disease and to see such a high 
proportion of smokers among First Nations peoples 
makes me fear for our future wellbeing, especially 
that of our young people,” said the National Chief. 
“At the upcoming Health Conference in Ottawa, on 
January29,30 and 31,1999, the chiefs will be asked 
to support the development of a major initiative to 
reduce tobacco consumption among our peoples and 



in our communities.” 

Recent statistics show that an alarming rate of62 
percent of First Nations and Inuit smoke tobacco ' 
compared to the current rate of 31 percent for non- 
Aboriginal Canadians. Smoking rates for young 
First N ations peoples in the 20to24yearage group 
are at 72 percent, an even more alarming percent- 

The N ational Chief will also be seeking assistance 
from Health Minister Allan Rock to develop specific ' 
initiatives once the chiefs have adopted a strategy. I 
The Minister has made recent statements that 
indicate that the government intends to take action l 
to fight tobacco addiction especially among young 
people. National Chief Fontaine wants to ensure 
that First Nations receive support that is propor¬ 
tional to the high level of smoking among First , 
Nations peoples. 

“The minister has stated his commitment to pro¬ 
moting a smoke-free generation in the new.millen- 
nium. The Assembly of First Nations wants to V 
ensure that the government’s programs, policies j 
and measures take into account the needs of First 
Nations. First Nations people are in a position to 
work with Health Canada and need to be involved 
every step of the way,” concluded National Chief 
Fontaine. 



Child Find Saskatchewan Inc. 

A Charitable Organization Locating Missing Children 
Education and Awareness Programs 
Commemorating 15 Years of Service 
All donations are tax deductible 

#41 -1002 Arlington Ave. Office (306) 955-0070 

Saskatoon, SK S7H 2X7 Fax (306) 373-1311 

e-mail: childsaskeaol.com 1-800-513-FIND (3463) 


A Missing Child is Everyone's Responsibility 


Anishnaabe 

Oway-Isiii Inc. 


"ABORIGINAL PEOPLE... SHOWING THE WAY!” 

Miig^vetch 

Anishnaabe Oway-ishi sends our deep 
appreciation to the youth, volunteers, 
organizations and sponsors that helped 
make the 1998 Manitoba Aboriginal Youth 
Achwvemmt Awards a huge success. 

We also extend our 

Congratulations 

to the fourteen recipients and all the 


Manitoba Aboriginal Youth Achieve™ Ta ab ° M th ® 
fax (204) 942-7958, or write to Room Ii ^ i o Awards ’ Please call (204) 957-7930, 
“ 318 ’ 181 Hi g8ins Ave., Winnipeg, MB R3B 3C 
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News 

Briefs 


Courts determine who shares in Northern B.C. settlement 

A couple of years ago the federal government placed a newspaper advertisement 
designed to locate the descendants of the Doig River and Blueberry River Indian 
Nations of northern B.C. The government, preparing itself to settle an age old 
debt, was nearing the end of a 20 year legal battle. That disagreement of ideas was 
finally resolved last March when the Supreme Court ruled that Ottawa had failed 
in its duty to look out for the interests of Aboriginal citizens. The court determined 
that in 1945 the two Bands unwittingly gave up their rights to the gas and oil that 
lay beneath the surface of their respective territories. 

The response to the advertisement has resulted in more than 500 people laying 
claim to a share of the wealth. Each of them is suing or preparing to sue 
government to ensure they get their due. 

Earlier this year the two First Nations groups were awarded a $147 million 
settlement. About two-thirds of the money has been set aside for both the Doig and 
Blueberry River Nations; the remainder sits in store, waiting for the courts to 
determine how many of the 500-plus claimants will get a share. 

The two Bands, who barely have 500 members between them, were surprised 
by the number of people claiming a piece of the pie. More than a dozen lawyers are 
already involved in the matter. One of them, Stan Ashcroft, told media that he 
wasn’t surprised by the big numbers. “People think they can get in legally,” he 
remarked, “so why not try it.” 

Ashcroft, who is representing a family making a claim for both living and dead 
descendants, likened the situation to a bitter family feud where everyone is 
fighting over the valuables. “There is a lot of money at stake,” he said, “and it does 
funny things.” 

The case, which is scheduled to begin in Ottawa this March, is expected to be 
lengthy. The court has already commented that they expect the case to be ‘long 
and arduous.” 

Aboriginal background considered during sentencing 

Deanna Emard has successfully used her Aboriginal background as an argu¬ 
ment before the courts and as a result the 28 year old Metis woman will stay out 1 
of jail, despite the fact that she was convicted of manslaughter in the death of her 
common-law husband in January 1997. 

Deanna Emard’s lawyer, Peter Wilson, asked the judge to consider her Aborigi¬ 
nal heritage in her sentencing hearing and then took his argument before the 
court. Instead of jail, Emard received a two years less-a-day conditional sentence, 
a term that includes 240 hours of community service and an order to refrain from 
alcohol. Violation of either term can result in the balance of the sentence being 
served behind prison walls. 

“I won’t have any problems with alcohol,” commented Emard, who said that 
since the incident she's quit drinking, has received education-upgrading and has 
been involved iiTBoth alcohol and drug counselling. 

Prosecutor Robert Ruttan, seeking a two to three year sentence, wasn’t sur¬ 
prised by the judge’s decision and says he does not plan to appeal the decision. He 
said he thought the decision was a fair one, adding that “any person in similar 
circumstances” would “have had exactly the same sentence.” 

The law allowing judges to consider cultural background when announcing 
sentence came into play in 1995. A large percentage of the prisoners in Canadian 
jails, particularly in western Canada, areof Aboriginal ancestry. For the judge to 
consider Aboriginal background circumstances during sentencing, the defence 
must first present proof that the accused suffered from the problems that pervade 
Native people, including racism, poverty and abuse. 



Liberia 

FAMILY AND SOCIAL SERVICES 


Child Welfar e Social Workers | 


Invitation to all interested parties 
and potential stakeholders 

Consultations for the 2001 Aboriginal Peoples Survey 
are currently underway. We welcome your input and comments in 
regards to the development of this multi-topic survey covering issuer 
important to all Aboriginal peoples. 


Canada 




leally, you hold a BSW/MSW. We will also consider your application if you 
old a degree/diploma in Social Sciences and have considerable.field 


The Nicola Valley 
Institute of Technology 




PROVIDING TRAINING FOR PRESENT AND FUTURE LEADERS 
IN ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES 

NVIT is an Aboriginal public post-secondary institute that offers innovative, relevant 
credentials for future First Nations leaders in the fields of Wellness, Governance. 
Land, and Economic Development. Programs are offered in the following areas: 

• Natural Resource Technology (Foresfiy/Fish, Wildlife. Grasslands & Recreation) 

• Social Work 

• Indigenous Studies lAcgdemu/ltnerins) __ . n , „ rl 

• Administrative Studies (Bind Adimntsrmtion/Busmess/ normc eveopmen 
. Early Childhood Education and other community based programs 

For program and registration information, please call 

NV/Tat l-Z5H-37S-3300.il 

Join the NV/T community today!!! 
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Children’s books target 
young Aboriginal readers 









For more information about Louise Framst or to order her books, contact the 
author at Box 52, Cecil Lake, B.C. VOC 1G0 or call (250) 785-4158. 


'We encourage the preservation of'hlatiVe culture 
and the retention of our traditional Values 

TSUU T INA NATION 
CHILD & FAMILY 
SERVICES SOCIETY 

9911 Chula Blvd., Tsuu T'ina, (Sarcee), Alberta T2W 6H6 

Telephone: (403) 281 0121 Fax: (403) 251-0368 






iQishung our Jfxtive ?outh the very best! 
OafeguareL your Jutwre with a, good, education 

EEL GROUND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
CENTRE INC. 

IP mSWp 40 Mic Ma c Rd„ Eel Ground, NB El V 4B1 
Ph: (506) 627-4604 Fax: (506) 627-4605 


We encourage Native youth in all their endeavours, for in your hands lies the future of our people 

{ £—\ TREATY SEVEN ECONOMIC 

edcJ DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

TV ~ Providing Programs & Services to 

Members of Treaty 7 & Urban First Nations 

• Youth Entrepreneurship • Disabled Entrepreneurship 
• Entrepreneurial Training • Human Resource Development 
• Business Loans and Advisory Services 

For more information call Toll Free 1 -800-691 -6078 or write to 

Suite 400, 991 1 Chula Boulevard, Tsuu Tina, AB T2W 6H6 

Tel: (403) 251 -9242 Fax: (403) 251 -9750 E-Mail: t7edc@telusplanet.net 
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The Healing Journey 
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viewpoint 

Positive and thoughtful 
leadership needed 

by John Copley 
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Work Wellness Conference upcoming injVancouver 


The Community Health Associates of B.C. is a 
provincial non-profit organization of First Nations’ 
health and addiction workers. Our Mission since 
incorporation in 1994 is “to support the professional 
development of Community Health and Addictions 
workers”. We work toward achieving this mandate by 
providing information, training and support to our 
membership and their respective First Nations. Our 
eight-member board of directors are geographically 
situated in the North East, North West, Vancouver 
Island and South Mainland in First Nations commu¬ 
nities across BC. Our membership transcends politi¬ 
cal boundaries. We represent members whose bands 
are embraced by the First Nations Summit, theUnion 
of BC Indian Chiefs and independent bands. We 
represent Community Health Representatives and 
other health and addiction workers. 

We aim to establish certification and accreditation 
standards for our membership that will meet or beat 
federal and provincial standards, taking into account 
the cultural and traditional nuances of the over twenty- 





Aboriginal 

Healing 

Foundation 

Proposal Development Assistance 

The Aboriginal Healing Foundation has recently completed a 
series of information workshops across the country. A 
significant concern expressed by participants in these 
workshops was the need for proposal development assistance. 

In response to this concern, and in recognition of the fact that 
not all Eligible Recipients presently have equivalent skills and 

Healing 

capacity to successfully apply for project funding. Eligible 

begins with 

Recipients may now apply for assistance with preparation of a 

individual 

proposal. 

moving out 

Eligible Recipients who need additional support are 

to embrace 

encouraged to: 

fa, 1^tore d 

• Submit a request for proposal development funding. Proposal 

balance to 

development funding provides grants for the preparation of 

whole 

applications for project funding, and has the following 

communities 

features: 


> It is unrelated to program funding deadlines. It can be 
used for any of the Foundation's four program themes. 
Requests must be received by March 31,1999. 

> It is limited to a maximum of $5,000 per proposal by a 
qualified Eligible Recipient. 

> A "Request for Proposal Development Funding" form 
must be used. 

> The recipient of proposal development funding will be 

required to sign a letter of agreement with the .. • 

Aboriginal Healing Foundation. 

Request forms and The Program Handbook 1999 are 
available through the Foundation office, and on our 
website. 

Phone: (613)237-4441 Fax: (613)237-4442 

Suite 801,75 Albert Street, 

Toll Free Phone: (888)725-8886 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Website: www.ahf.ca 

K1P5E7 

E-mail: programs@ahf.ca 
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video review 

Circles 


A National Film Board of Canada Production 

Directed by Shanti Thakur 
Produced by Mark Zannis 
Review by John Copley 

Canada’s first Circle Court to pronounce a verdict 
and sentence an offender accused of criminal acts took 
place in Carcross, Yukon, in 1981. The process was 
initiated by Territorial Court Judge Barry Stuart and 
the the Aboriginal members of the Carcross commu¬ 
nity. Sentencing Circles in Canada have become more 
familiar since that time and are expected to play an 
even more important role as Aboriginal healing takes 
a forefront position in Canada’s (societal) future. 

The National Film Board of Canada’s (NFB) recent 
release of the video presentation Circles offers view¬ 
ers an interesting inside look at this alternative 
approach to justice, but more than that, the 57 minute 
feature presents numerous testimonials and inter¬ 
views that offer proof that this sentencing technique 
does have an important role to play in the Canadian 

Once again the NFB has done an outstanding job. 
Directed by Shanti Thakur and produced by Mark 
Zannis, Circles provides an honest look into the heart 
and soul of a community that believes that compas¬ 
sion and understanding can be utilized as a means of 
healing through positive communication. 

The sentencing circle is a form of community justice 
that focuses on healing through understanding. Ac¬ 
complished by bringing the community, the offender 
and the victim together in consultation and discus¬ 
sion, these types of circles have been used for centu¬ 
ries by many cultures throughout the world to resolve 
conflict, enact justice and mend ill will. 


Instead of focussing strictly on punishing the of¬ 
fender. as do other Canadian courtrooms, the Circle 
Court is designed to find ways to heal everyone 
affected by the crime. 

“We have this naive notion,” remarks Judge Stuart, 
“that if we can sweep all the criminals out of our 

crime had only to do with criminals and not with the 


FOSTER FAMILIES WANTED 

Kawitamakowinawaw misawac tansi kehcina mina 
nanatohk kesi wicthkawinawaw mina 
katipamakwawin^wkw ispi tepemoyeko. 

® Kispin kisawemawawak awasisak mina natnoya 
kitayimetenawaw opikmawasowin, pe pikiskwek: 
Saskatchewan Foster Care Inquiry 1-800-667-7002 


Complete training, support and reimbursement 
provided. 

If you like young people and enjoy being a parent, 
call(Sask.) Foster Care Services 1-800-667-7002 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


NORTH PEACE TRIBAL COUNCIL 

The North Peace Tribal Council, 

Child and Family Services is now recruiting 
for all positions including: 

Case Work Supervisors, Investigators, 
Case Managers, Prevention Workers 
and Clerical Support positions. 


Our Agency will take over the provision of 
Child and Family Services to several 
First Nation communities in Northwest Alberta 
commencing April 1, 1999. 


Preferred candidates will possess a diploma or 
degree in Social Work or a related Social Science. 


North Peace Tribal Council 


Or emailed to nptc@incentre.n 


Or faxed to (403) 926-4075 
On or after January 25, 
please fax (780) 926-4075 


Applications should be forwarded no later than 
January 30, 1999 to ensure consideration. 


North Peace Tribal Council offers 
a competitive salary and an 
attractive benefits package 


Applicants must be willing to relocate 
to the High Level/Fort Vermilion area 
in northern Alberta 


Circles includes the remarks, observations and ex¬ 
periences of many people who have, in one way or 
another, been affected by Canada’s justice system. 
The overall view presented though the film’s dialogue 
isn’t designed to come as a surprise. In fact, according 
to Judge Stuart, the entire concept is long overdue. He 
says that Native “communities are going through 
horrific healing processes as a consequence of the 
unimaginable horrors that have been foisted upon 
them by the way in which they were ground into our 
sort of western way of life.” 

No less than a dozen people participated in the film 
project. Each one had something constructive to offer 
and though every person differed in their particular 
comments, the situations were much the same. The 

needed in the way in which the courts deal with 
Aboriginal peoples. 

Rose Couch is a Justice Coordinator in Carcross. 
Her brother died as a result of his inability to cope 
with a system that Couch says never gave him a 
chance. She says her brother, like so many others, was 
a victim of a system that he didn’t understand and 
that didn’t understand him. She says the “justice 
system never saw what was in his heart or what he 
meant to other people. Those are the ones we seem to 
be burying all the time.” 

A few years ago John Edzerza had lost all hope. He’d 
given up trying to understand a system that operated 
in conflict with itself, belittling the traditional life 
he’d always known. In and out of trouble with the law, 
John says he never really did “understand what they 
were saying in the courtrooms” he’d been in. He would 
just “plead guilty so I could go ahead and get it over 
with.” Downtrodden and in despair, Mr. Edzerza was 
in the process of committing suicide when out of the 
blue he thought of his mother, wondering how she’d 
get by without him. 

“It is because of that one thought flashing through 
my head that I’m here today,” he said. 

Phil and Harold Gatensby spoke about how the 
Canadian penal system offers nothing more than a 
revolving door for Native people who end up in trouble 
with the law. Referring to himself as “institutional¬ 
ized” and not overly bothered by the jail time he had 
to serve, Phil Gatensby says jail was much like the 
residential schools he was forced to attend. “The 
residential schools were nothing more than an indefi- 



rhen you’re going to 


Everyone involved in the project credited the Circle 
Court, the sentencing circle, as having saved them 
from themselves. Each person who took part in the 
film also spoke about the importance of family and - 
community support. Without that support, they say, 
all would be lost. 

Circles is designed for audiences aged 12 years and 
up and will be especially helpful to those involved in, 
or considering involvement in, the Circle Court proc¬ 
ess. Viewers will find this film project interesting, 
educational and helpful. When ordering the video 
through the NFB, refer to Order Number C9197-120. 
Canadian customers can call toll free to 1-800-267- _ 
7710. American customers can call 1-800-542-2164. 


mpora/^cirnimc, 


K.I.M. 


Aboriginal Language 
Teaching Kits 


K.I.M. Teaching Kits are now only $200.00 
Also available on CD Rom for just $129.95 
• ORDER NOWI 

Ph: (204) 989-6392 or Fax: (204) 989-6396 


oom 211, 181 Higgins Avenue, 
Winnipeg. Manitoba R3B 3G1 

100% Native Owned 


Ghe. future of (J-irst Qlali&nj, 
U. in the. hands 
o4 our Q^outh 




MOUNTAIN RUINS 


COMMUNITY SERVICES SOCIETY OF EDMONTON 


Treatment and 

General Foster Care Services 
to the Edmonton Region 


#650,10909 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3L9 
Phone: (780) 429-5990 
Fax: (780) 429-6106 



Safeguard your future with a good education 

SASKATCHEWAN INDIAN FEDERATED COLLEGE/ 
NATIONAL SCHOOL OF DENTAL THERAPY 


Now accepting applications for 2 year Dental Therapy 
training course in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. 


Application deadline: March 31, 1999 


For more information on this excellent career 
opportunity, please call 1-800-359-3576 
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Computer babies hope to 
curb teenage pregnancies 


by John Copley 


:e again the age of electronics has produced a product that just a few 
ago might have been the highlight of a Star Trek show. The new product, 
a computer baby, referred to as a “Baby Think it Over” infant simulator, is 
already having a positive affect in communities and from all indications the 
educationally-designed robotic youngster is destined for greatness. 

Several studies over the past few years have produced strong indications 
that the i nfa nt simulator is very effective in its ability to influence and change 
teenage girls’ attitudes about parenting. 

One study, conducted in Elliot Lake, Ontario, saw 150 teens take part in a 
parenting simulation project. The teens took the baby home for 48 hours, 
looked after it, recorded their day-to-day experiences and later wrote an essay 
about what effect looking after a baby on a full time basis had on them. 

"Exhausted, tired, not enough sleep, too much responsibility,” came the 
words from the sometimes exasperated students who completed the program. 
They also expressed feelings of resentment and anger and noted that in some 
cases other family members were disturbed by the baby’s crying. The foolish 
behaviour of some of the students who did not participate in the program also 
annoyed some of the 48-hour mothers. They reported that the behaviour of 
their friends toward the babies could easily have been conceived as child 
abuse. Every student agreed that being a parent was much more different and 
much more difficult than they had imagined, and though most felt that they 
would eventually make good parents, not one said they were ready to accept 
that responsibility yet. 

Adolescent pregnancies have been on the rise over the past 25 years and in 
the United States alone, more than one million teenagers get pregnant every 
year. Unwanted pregnancies, statistics prove, are sevenfold more prevalent 
in poor communities. These percentages were constant, regardless of the 
ethnic group (White, Native, Hispanic, African-American) surveyed. 


The Baby Think It Over Program is now available in Canada. Spokesper¬ 
sons for the organization are convinced that the introduction of the baby 
simulator into Native communities will help to teach students the often harsh 
lessons of unwanted pregnancies. They say that this type of hands-on 
experience, especially when supported by the parents, can often be a pearl on 
the path of an adolescents life. Studies indicate that this type of program can 
reduce a teen’s chances of unwanted pregnancies by up to 90 percent. 

The Baby Think It Over Program organizers say they are convinced that 
once attitudes begin to change, today’s non-participants will be tomorrow's 
students. 

In the Elliot Lake study students who didn’t participate in the program saw 
their friends come late for class, lack the freedom to take in a movie and 
inconvenienced because of the amount of baby paraphernalia they were forced 
to carry around with them'. 

If your community or your school is interested in the Baby Think It Over 
infantsimulatorprogram please contact All About Parenting Inc. at(613)541- 
1223 or toll free ' Hff' "" 
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The thread that bonds 



by Karina Santiago 

Another day is born, Father Sun is spreading his rays of light and warmth on 

survival for our brothers and sisters, in not so far offlands. The great ugly green 
head of materialism has turned our inner power, our spiritualism into a cheap 
token. 

Throngs of tourists flock to our southern brethren in the heart of Mexico, where 
time stands still and souls are united for survival. Many come seeking the answers 
that our own country has failed to provide the slavery we have so unwittingly 
signed up for. The days of living on the land in harmony with Mother Earth stolen - 
from us. Ourrights meaningless words on paper. Is progress as wonderful as we’ve 
been lead to believe? Our fancy roads, our big language, our rooms full of nothing. 

Will this feed our families? Will the earth provide from this concrete jungle? 

Will our trees be laden with fruit when nobody has remembered the sacred 




The reality of the poor, the uneducated, the peons is of a vast wisdom far 
reaching beyond our sad concept of success and security. The faith that still lives 
in the hearts with soul still intact is inspiring here in Mexico. The ancient ways 
are the one and only true path that we can follow. Let us remember from those who 
retain the wisdom from those who did not sell out to the governments. Who stood 
strong through all adversity. Who hid in their simplicity. Remember the herbs of 
the fields, the desert and the mountains as our medicine as has always been the 
way. Not the pharmaceutical drug lords’ trash of addiction and dead energy! 
Remember the seasons and cycles of our great cosmic father who tells us when to 
rest, to plant, give blessings and receive that which were sown! 

Messages are brought to us every day. Sacred teachings have been written to 
guide us into this future time of enlightenment. A great shift is upon us. A shift 
in consciousness to the great knowing that we are the power, not the governing- 


We the peons, the poor, the desolate, the lost and seeking souls! We are the - 
thread that holds it all together. The web in this intricate life, every heartfelt 
vibration is sent to our mother and she knows the time has come. All our relations 
great and small will be gathered around the great tree of life, holding hands in 
unity she will be remembered. The great healing has begun and the ghost dance 

Karina Santiago is a Clinical Herbal Therapist studying plants of Mexico trying 
to help the young people respect the ancient ways and not be seduced into the 
materialistic path. Karina has been working on writing a book on the herbs of 
Mexico for back-packers and those who want to experience the real Mexico. 
































Alberta Native News January, 1999 


15 


Building Our Communities 


NITA Construction Conference February 19-20 



Another highlight of the two day conference will see 
the Acting Manager of DIAND’s Vancouver office, 
Ted Adnit, explain INAC's Tendering Policy and how 
it maximizes benefits for the community. 

More than 25 construction-related exhibits are ex¬ 
pected to be on display during the event. Participants 
will have lots of opportunity to see them and to learn 
more about Canada’s construction industry. 

Subject material will include, among other things, 
how to get more involved in the fast growing construc¬ 
tion industry, learning the pitfalls involved in doing 
business, exploring and exploiting opportunities, dif¬ 
ferences between construction and other enterprises 
and learning the responsibilities of both client and 
company when it comes to bonds and contractors. 

Other topics of interest will include starting a busi¬ 
ness from square one, facingtypicallegal andbonding 
issues and learning how apprenticeship programs 
operate. Canada’s leading bank will also be in attend¬ 
ance as seniorofficials talk about how banks can be an 
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Ion’s & Heating 


(1980) Ltd. 


Child listen! Beat your ifrum loudly, 
spook your tongue proudly, 
and barn from your Enters well, 
for in your hands lies our future 

• PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

• COMPLETE PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICE 


Meadow Lake, Sask. 
(306) 236-5625 


24 Hr. Service 
(306)236-3271 


Saluting our Youth ~ they are the future 


Ab<§> Origins 

MISTAHEY MUSQUA TREATMENT CENTRE 


A division of Ab<5 Architectural 

SOBRIETY WITH WHOLISTIC APPROACH 


Technok> 5 ies Limited 

3k • DRUG AND ALCOHOL TREATMENT • 

• FAMILY COUNSELLING • M* 

^ • CIRCLE GROUPS • F 


14210 - 123 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5L 2Y3 

Tel. (780) 454-6978 Fax (780) 452-4752 

24 HOUR HELP LINE (306) 837-2184 


Design Plans and Specifications Cost Analysis 

Box 404, Loon Lake, Saskatchewan SOM 1L0 


Building Condition Inspection Project Management 


Alps 


12804 - 141 Sr., Edmonton, AB 
Ph: (780) 451-4746 
Fax: (780) 454-5832 


= = = = = = = = = = = = "= = = = T1 

COME ON IN ~ H 
PUT YOUP FEET UP || 


£W\ 


Saluting Canada's North, a land of challenge and opportunity 

CAMPBELL WOODALL & ASSOCIATES 

CONSULTING ENGINEERS LTD. 

250, 1210 - 8TH STREET S.W., CALGARY, ALBERTA T2R 1L3 PHONE (403) 228-3178 



^ALGARY ROCKY VIEW 
, CHILD AND FAMIL Y SERVICES 


CARE GIVERS WANTED 

Calgary Rocky View Child and Family Services 
Authority are looking for people interested in 
fostering children. You can make a difference in 
a child's life. If you are energetic and flexible, and 
want to learn more about this challenging and 
worthwhile career, please call: 


Native Foster Care: (403) 297-2789 
General Foster Care: (403) 297-5957 
Training will be provided _ 


j FORT 
I ROAD 
■ BIN GO 




II We wish all Aboriginal 
II Youth the best of luck 

! Full Price Hall 



Full Price Payouts JJ 


| 7 Evenings 

| $1.00 Single Card 
I $ 2.00 Double Card 
I $3.00 Triple Card 
i $6.00 Combo Strip 


7 Afternoons jj 
$1.00 Single Card || 
$2.00 Double Card II 

II 

$6.00 Combo Strip II 


13403 - FORT ROAD. 
EDMONTON. ALBERTA 
(7BO) 475-3247 









































[GRAHAM 

The Graham Group of Companies consists of several general contracting and trade 
companies which specialize in Commercial and Industrial Construction. We will manage 
your entire project as a Prime Contractor or we will do specific trade scopes. We specialize 
in concrete work, mechanical piping, equipment setting, earthwork and masonry. 

No job is too big or too small. Give us a call at: 

Calgary, AB (403)253-1314 Saskatoon, SK (306)934-6644 

Edmonton, AB (780)430-9600 Regina, SK (306)721-1444 

Ft McMurray, AB (780)743-8001 Kelowna, BC (250)765-6662 

May the Great Spirit grant us wisdom and patience, to guide our 
Youth on their journey through life, from 

Chief Roland Crowe, Council and Staff of the 

Picipot FIRST NATION 

Administration Hours 

8:30 am - - noon 

I^tW/TT Mo 0 n 0 day 4: . 3 o 0 F?id m ay 

GENERAL DELIVERY, ZEHNER, SK S0G 5K0 

Ph. (306) 781 -4848 Fax (306) 781 -4853 

Safeguard your future with a good education! 

\\ Compliments of 

elk electric ltd. 

frtflh INDUSTRIAL ■ COMMERCIAL ■ RESIDENTIAL 

Electrical Contractors 

.V Installation & Maintenance 

—24 HOUR SERVICE— 

TT (780) 826-5999 FAX: (780) 826-7504 

J>r\nj ONE MILE NORTH OF B0NNYVILLE, ALBERTA 

Wry* ON HIGHWAY 41 

We salute all Native entrepreneurs. Your dedication and hard work 
will pave the road for future Aboriginal business successes, from 

DALTAM CONSULTING LTD 

-PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS- 

• Surveys • Municipal Engineering 
• Land Development • Environmental Engineering 

10708 176 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
(780) 484-2244 or Fax (780) 489-1984 
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Controversy mounts over Musqueam Park rent hikes 


by Malcolm McColl 


The Department of Indian affairs made a lot of deals 
for Native people over the years. The deals were 
inevitably land deals, lease arrangements that 
spanned whole centuries. In the late 1980s cottage- 
owners (Regina bureaucrats and pundits) in the 
Qu’Appelle Valley got real nervous about their 99 
year leases coming due. Suddenly the Star Blanket 
Band qualified for the first-ever so-called ‘urban re¬ 
serve.' The Cree-owned building and properties in the 
town of Fort Qu’Appelle became tax-free havens for 
First Nations enterprise. 

Then there was the golf course in Kahnawake. The 
echoes from that showdown will always resonate for 
people concerned about society. Today the residents 





While new Chief Campbell has said he wants no 
further negotiations on the matter, former Chief Gail 
Sparrow has filed a formal complaint with the depart¬ 
ment of Indian affairs. Her complaint is about the 
conduct of the December band election. She asked 
that a new vote be held. Sparrow lost the election to 
Campbell by seven votes. 

The outgoing chief of the Musqueam Band says 
she’ll fight any attempt by the band to evict residents. 
Sparrow agrees the band needs the money. She says 
“the Musqueam need a community centre, daycare 
and other facilities. They need 200 homes for a grow¬ 
ing population.” But the new chief is “not speaking for 
the band.” She will fight him if he refuses to negotiate 
with residents, or tries to evict them. “We want them 
to be able to sleep at night and know we’re not going 
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Huntng & Fishing 


book review 

Call me Ishmael 
... Memories of 
an Inuvialuk Elder 

Written by Ishmael Alunik 
Published by Koausok Ublaaq Enterprises 
ISBN #0-9684571-0-X 
Review by John Copley 



eariy that'the'hides'itoinyoui^lfewns taken indate 




tylshmelAlmlk 


Bus. (403) 975-7598 
Box 6013 

Hinton, AB. T7V 1X4 



HUNTING & FISHING 

We Provide 
Mobile Camp & 
Accommodations 
Meals 


We Help Retrieve Your Game 


it story teller. His straight his first-ever publication with his outstanding intro- 
" • - ■ duction and his simple, but beautiful drawings, illus- 

.Is original work by Heidi Willkoinmen. 

ideal for anyone involved in Native 
studies as well as for teachers and administrators 
looking for the refreshing, the different, the real, 
tradition, Every kid from 8 to 80 will enjoy this one. 

Call me Ishmael, Memories of an Inuvialuk Elder 
contains more than 20 short stories and how-to arti- 

_,_, , cles that include titles like Navigating by Stars, Moon 

book about life. It’s and Snowdrifts, How Inuit make Kayaks, How tc 


Mr. Alunik 

forward manner is more refreshing ths 
mer breeze and the wit and wisdom in his words are trated fron 
something to appreciate. Mixing tales of fiction with This book 
memories of his past, the author lures the reader int ' 

an intriguing array of short stories that present 
little bit of everything: education, eultv ' ‘ 

history, and fantasy. 

The 99 page, nine inch by six inch formatted book, 
published by Inuvik’s Kolausok Ublaaq Enterprisr 
read for all ages. It' ’ ' T 


_JHH____„_ jo life. He bookplus$2.00forshippingandhandling,alongwi 

offers a look at a changing society and makes us a self-addressed envelope to Kolausok Ublaaq Enter- 


when he says “I do not like to be called Eskimo. It came brary refer to ISBN #0-9684571-0-X. 


4 SHIP SHAPC a. 

Sftool fit Canoe Rentals JB 

4433 - 118 Avenue (at back)^ 


UJe solute oil Notive entrepreneur for their dedicotio'n o^ard 
mark uiill pave the rood for future Rborigiool-business successes 

--■ Bus. (780) 474-697 


'Ilf ppyi du u^iiu i 

Reasonable Rates 


CUSTOMER SERVICE IS OUR FIRST PRIORITY! 

I Boats & Canoes Roof Boats, Canoe & Trailers I 

from $25.00 Racks Motors (Electric 4 Gas) 

| Per Weekend To 25 HP Available | 


Come In And See Us For All Your Household Needs 


retail Fort Vermilion, foods 

With oars, paddles & lifejackets • Phone if closed or off season 


(780) 927-3280 ALBERTA (780) 927-3758 1 


Saluting the ''North for its unsurpassed beauty and abundant opportunities 

INUVIALUIT PROJECTS INC. 



A subsidiary of the Inuvialuit Development Corporation 

General Contractors and Engineers: 

• Environmental Services • Commercial, Industrial, 

• Logistical Support Services Residential Contracting 

• Facilities Management • Project Management 


Website:www.ipi.inuvialuit.< 
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Popular taxidermy college accepting new students 
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Band fears unchecked encroachment 
of their traditional land 

Pat Martel, Chief of the Hay River Dene Band, indicated today that his band 
feels the integrity of their traditional land base is being threatened. 

“We have important alliances with other First Nations in the area, and while we 
support their goals and objectives of resolving their issues with the federal 
government, we fear that our people are not being consulted and invited to 
participate in the resolution of First Nations' claims that may impact on our 
traditional land base . It is important to our band’s future that we make our voices 
heard now,” said Chief Martel. 

In 1990, an Agreement-in-Principle was reached between the government of 
Canada, the Dene Nation and the Metis Association of the Northwest Territories 
which included consensus by the First Nations as to the extent of their respective 
traditional lands. The Hay River Dene Band stresses that it is of fundamental 
importance that the quantum and integrity of those traditional lands be main¬ 
tained in accordance with that agreement. 

Chief Martel went on to say that the band is concerned not only with the lack 
of consultation relating to claims of other First Nations but also the lack of 
consultation relatingto development activity on their traditional lands. “It is our 
intention to exercise control over our traditional lands and to manage them wisely 
for future generations.” 

There is considerable interest from outside groups wanting to exploit the 
abundant natural resources available in the Northwest Territories. Oil and gas 
exploration seems to be of particular interest at this time, and the band is 
extremely concerned with the environmental impact of this activity on wildlife 
harvesting. “While we don’t want to stop development, we do want to be sure that 
our concerns are addressed and that the long term effects of this development are 
mitigated," added Chief Martel, 

Chief Martel indicated that, notwithstanding his concerns, he has every 
confidence that government, other First Nations and developers will respect the 
concerns of the Hay River Dene Band and their commitment to maintain the , 
integrity of their traditional lands for their children and future generations. 

Poll results show Canadians 
support First Nations 

Phil Fontaine, National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations, recently 
released the results of the first-ever poll conducted by the AFN on the opinions and 
perceptions of Canadians about issues that affect First Nations peoples in 

“The Canadian people have shown that they are much more supportive and 
forward-thinking than some media and politicians. They see the need for the 
investment in First Nations and they recognize that all Canadians stand to 
benefit from such action. They have told us, in very high numbers, that they 
support our positions. They have also clearly stated that the government must 
work with us to improve the situation of our peoples,” said the National Chief. 

The survey, conducted by Environics Research Group, contains some startling 
information. Canadians are very supportive of the demand by First Nations that 
the federal government assist their communities to become self-sufficient. There 
is strong majority agreement (69 percent) that the federal government has a legal 
responsibility to work with First Nations peoples to resolve their social and 
economic ills. Their responses to specific questions in those areas show clearly 
that they understand the link between the lack of opportunity facing the First 
Nations peoples and the need for the government to work with them to address 


“I’ve always been confident that Canadian people were fair and balanced in their 
assessment of First Nations. This survey just confirms my beliefs. And it provides 
us with critical arguments when we meet with the Finance Minister to discuss the 
allocation of the federal fiscal dividend,” added National Chief Fontaine. 



Carcross/Tagish First Nation, Canada, 
and B.C. sign framework agreement 

The Carcross/ Tagish First Nation and representatives of the governments of 
Canada and British Columbia recently announced the completion of a framework 
agreement. 

The agreement outlines the topics and procedures for Agreement-in-Principle 
negotiations under the British Columbia treaty process. 

The Carcross/Tagish First Nation is located in the southern Yukon and its 
traditional territory extends into north-central British Columbia along the 
provincial/territorial border. In addition to negotiations under the B.C. treaty 
process, the Carcross/Tagish First Nation is currently completing its land claim 
and self-government agreements under the Yukon Umbrella Final Agreement 
with the governments of Canada and Yukon. ,i 

“We are pleased that our framework agreement has been finalized and now look 
forward to productive negotiations,” said Chief Andy Carvill of the Carcross/ 
Tagish First Nation. 

“We believe that the framework agreement will provide direction and guidance 
to facilitate a fair and equitable Agreement-in-Principle in relation to our 
traditional lands and resources located in northern British Columbia.” 

The Carcross/Tagish First Nation is a member of the Northern Regional 
Negotiations table, a group of four First Nations conducting joint Agreement-in- 
Principle negotiations with Canada and British Columbia. The Northern Re¬ 
gional Negotiations table also includes the Champagne and Aishihik First 
“Nations, the Teslin Tlingit Council, and the Taku River Tlingit First Nation. 


/T"^\ "Creating Balance and Harmony 
TtHx'V ln Workplace!" 


* March 8-101999 * 



Conference Description 
«The goal of this conference 
to bring leadership, 

J management, administra- 
, tom and staff together to talk' 
about “Creating Balance and _ 
Harmony in the Workplace" This conference .„ 
aimed at bringing the understanding of workplace 
welln ess in the First Nations’ organizations with 
^many First Nations’ presenters. 

, We Invite leaders, employ- 
k ers, managers and work- 
I ers from the same organi-1 
f za,lon <o join together and 
‘hare in the vision for well- 
in their workplace. Speciaf 
Discounts offered to Management 
and Staff Teams attending. 

24 Scheduled Presenters! 




To Register Toll Free: 1-800-379-3300 
Ph: (250) 546-3325 Fax: (250) 546-2045 
Box 391 Armstrong, B.C. VOE 1 BO 
Email: cha ofbc@bc.sympatico.ca 


* 50% off for Managers 
with a fellow staff 
member registering * 

Location: 

fhe Coast Plaza at Stanley Park 
1733 ComoxSt. 


For Discount Hotel & Airline 
Call Uniglobe Travel 


Choosing a professional career? 
Are you of Native ancestry? 

ENGINEERING 
CAN BE 

IN YOUR FUTURE. 
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Resource & Economic Development 


Industrial hemp pilot project 
underway in Giksan lands 


by Malcolm McColl 



on reserve land (IR42) beside the Skeena River. We 
are working about four kilometres from an aban¬ 
doned village called Gitsegukla. It’s approximately 12 
km west of Hazelton, reasonably close to the highway 



“Not too many, 10 or fifteen, and seasonal agriculture 
jobs. But it is research mode. This year we will try four 
new varieties. The only hold over from last year was 
the Finnish seed. Finland is at the 60 parallel, we’re 
at about the 55th. The Finnish plants grew short and 
produced lots of seeds. In our four new seeds we are 
looking for early maturation.” 

The project got a late jump due to tardy license 
granting last season, June, in that case. Ryan is 
looking for early approval this year, since the process 
is becoming a serious intention. “I’d like to have the 
license approved by February or March. You need to 
get the seed in the ground. But it’s under Health 
Canada’s bureau of drug surveillance because of THC 
content. Of course these varieties fall well under the 
percentage allowed. The plants are tested in licensed 
labs and Health Canada gets the results. Their staff 
can drop in any time to look at the plantation." 


Ryan, Milton, and the others in Gitsegukla look 
upon this as a major agricultural initiative that could 





Y ou've always dreamed 
of running your own 
business and seeing it 
grow. We're the Business 
Development Bank of 
Canada. Our Growth 
Capital for Aboriginal Business product increases 
your access to capital, whether your business is 
on or off reserve, in Canada. And we refund part 
of the interest you pay to the community 
organization or charity of your choice. Give us 
a call. 



1 888INFO-BDC / vmrw. bdc. ca 
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Canada appeals Mitchell 
border crossing case 


In a telephone conference briefing lawyers for the 
government of Canada informed Grand Chief Mike 
Mitchell’s lawyers of Canada’s intention to appeal the 
case of Mitchell vs. the Minister of National Revenue 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. “It is likely that the 
case will be heard sometime in the fall and we have 
been promised an expedited process,” said Grand 
Chief Mitchell. 

“I fail to see why they are appealing. They have 
already lost twice,” said Mitchell. “Canada should be 
more concerned with developing a strategy for a 
pragmatic implementation of the Aboriginal Right to 
trade. The Liberal Party of Canada committed itself 
to implementing the right as a party objective." 

Expressing his frustration, Mitchell went on to say, 
“During 19981 was invited to at least one-half dozen 
conferences on trade involving Aboriginal people. 
Federal government representatives at these confer¬ 
ences openly endorsed the concept of Aboriginal trade. 
These representatives were referring to the Mitchell 
case as an historic ground-breaking initiative which 
could lead to better economic opportunities for First 
Nations in Canada. I am somewhat dismayed at the 
federal government because I hear them speaking 
from both sides of their mouths.” 

Federal lawyers said they wanted to appeal the 
Federal Court of Appeal judgment mainly for clarifi¬ 
cation, though their application for leave to appeal 
also stated that the Aboriginal trading right couldn’t 
be reconciled with Canada’s sovereignty, and had 
been expressed in terms that were too “global”. In fact, 
the Court of Appeal had decided that Akwesasne 
Mohawks would have the right to trade in non¬ 
commercial, community ways with First Nations in 
Ontario and Quebec. Clearly, the government of 
Canada is concerned with the possible implications of 
the Aboriginal right with respect to other Aboriginal 
nations across the country. 


Grand Chief Mitchell said: “When the Canadian 
government appealed the trial judgement, they said 
they wanted to do it to clarify the rights. Well, in my 
opinion they’ve got their clarification. Taking the case 
to the Supreme Court, instead of engaging in practical 
discussions about how to implement our Aboriginal 
right, leaves Akwesasne in a vacuum. Recognizing 
Native trade and border crossing as an Aboriginal 
right would be a very bold and courageous move for 
Canada. It’s also the correct one. They know it and we 
know it. But, they’re very apprehensive about its 
implications. At times they appear squeamish about 
it. The Canadian government should understand that 
the recognition of our rights is a way to begin to 
control abuses, not a way to encourage them.” 


Leadership needed, 

Continued from page 10 

The treatment centre idea sounds great, but the 
restof it? What difference will more money make? The 
stories above are all from members of the Gordon 
community. Where was the leadership when these 
people needed it? Each of the four people above agreed 
that they had no idea of the value of the money they 
were awarded. No one had ever talked to them about 
spending wisely, investing for the future or saving for 
a rainy day. 

No, money won’t make the memories go away, nor 
will it cure the ailing, unless all that’s needed is a 
band aid. But there are already too many band aid 
solutions on the market, each just as temporary as the 
next. What is needed is for the leaders to take a 
leadership role. FirstNationsandMetis communities 
can broach the horrific residential school saga by 
working together. They can suggest, organize, ar¬ 
range and set up viable and permanent programs 
geared to answering questions, implementing solu¬ 
tions and obtaining the funds necessary to do the job 
right. 

It won’t be easy, but with determination, objectiv¬ 
ity, accountability and fair play, programs can actu¬ 
ally be put together that will work. 


When National Healing Foundation Chairman, 
Georges Erasmus explained the intentions of the fund 
back in early December he said that “healing activi¬ 
ties begin with the individuals' and move out to em¬ 
brace families and restore balance to whole communi¬ 
ties.” He also said that the money was not intended to 
compensate victims but “instead will focus on meas¬ 
ures that will help those affected to come to terms 
with the legacy of their abuse and restore their pride, 
self-confidence and most of all, their sense of hope and 
happiness in life.” 

If indeed there is to be hope, then first there must be 
leadership. If there is to be restored pride and self- 
confidence it must be initiated within the community. 
There is no government and no amount of money that 
can do the job as well as solid leadership. 

Native people need to use whatever means are 
necessary to ensure that their leadership is strong 
and working for the benefit of the entire community. 
The blame has got to stop somewhere and sooner or 
later we have to take responsibility for our own 
actions. Healing starts at home and so does account- 

If as much time was spent initiating community 
wellness programs as is spent worrying about what 
someone else got, many of today’s problems would 
have been resolved yesterday. 


The Akwesasne Mohawk territory is dissected by 
five outside jurisdictions, namely, Canada, the United 
States, Ontario, Quebec, and New York State. “We 
have been denied the exercise of our legitimate border 
crossingrights,” adds Mitchell, “While wewouldrather 
work on a practical, negotiated implementation, maybe 
the only way to resolve this issue and bring it to a 
conclusion is to prepare for one more battle, in the 
Supreme Court. If we’re going to protect our Aborigi¬ 
nal rights for our people and for our children of 
tomorrow then maybe we better accept the fact that 
we’re dealing with a Canadian institution and that we 
have to show patience, respect and understanding. 
Although, at times we feel we’re being betrayed. We 
have gained a lot in this long struggle and our confi¬ 
dence grows with every level in the Canadian Court 
process. I am optimistic we can prevail at the end of 
this long road,” concluded Mitchell. 


Rupert Cass 

Chartered Accountant 

Specializing in Non-Profit Organizations 

Phone (780) 448-1941 

or write Rupert Cass, Chartered Accountant, 
905,10010 - 106 Street, Edmonton, AB T513L8 
Proud to Serve a First Nation Clientele 
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PIPEUNE C0NTRUCTI0N OF CANADA (1993) 
A Division of Murphy Pipeline, Inc. 

Financial Office: 

5120 -6th Street N.E. 
Calgary, AB T2K 4W5 
Tel: (403) 274-3443 
Fax: (403) 274-1244 


L.A. (LYALL) NASH 

Vice President of Finance 

Head Office: 

1203 - 8A Street 
Nisku, ABT9E7R3 
Tel: (780) 955-3660 
Fax: (780) 955-7146 



'git tcb nonton 
International 
J&rport 
Reservations 
1-800-661-6467 


★ Special Crew and Corporate Rates 

★ 24 Hour Restaurant, Coffee Shop 

★ Meeting and Banquet Facilities 

★ Lounge, Bar, Offsale, VLT Machines 

★ Over 100 Suites to serve you 

★ Ample Truck Parking 


Phone (780) 986-6550 
Fax (780) 986-7885 
5705 - 50 Street, Leduc, Alberta T9E 6Z8 


We support our Youth 



Aboriginal Business and Partnerships 


Since 1947, Ledcor has built a reputation for integrity and quality. 
We understand alliances and partnerships and the need to support 
local and regional workers, suppliers and subcontractors. 

Ledcor has a tradition of cooperation and community spirit in 
our construction partnerships with Aboriginal people. 


Heavy Civil & Highways • Mining • Pipelines • Telecommunications 

Buildings 

Institutional • Recreational • Residential 


Commercial 

Industrial 

Oil and Gas • Mining • Energy • Forestry • Processing 
CALGARY • EDMONTON « GRANDE PRAIRIE 



For More Information Contact: 

Telephone: (780) 462-4211 
Fax: (780) 469-4918 
9910-39 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada T6ESH8 


VANCOUVER • T0HUNI0 
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| Salute to the North 

Nunavut citizens ready for 
February 15 election day 

by Ennis Morris 

April 1,1999 may be April Fools Day to the rest of Canada but for the nation’s 
most northern residents, it means the beginning of a new era because that’s the 
day Nunavut officially becomes Canada’s newest Territory. And with that new 
Territory comes a new government, one that will begin its formation next month 
(Feb. 15) when the nearly 11,000 eligible Nunavut voters go to the polls to elect 
the candidates they think will do the best job. Once the election is over the voters 
will have filled the 19 vacant seats with the candidates they’ve chosen to represent 
them as Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLA). 

Political observers are predicting that the main battle for the premier’s chair 
will come from incumbent Northwest Territories Deputy Premier, Goo Arlooktoo 
and former Eastern Arctic Liberal MP, Jack Anawak. Before they can vie for the 
job of premier, however, they must first win their seats on the Legislature. 

Political interest in the new territory has been high and there’s no shortage of 
candidates for the upcoming election. In fact, when the deadline date arrived in 
early January, there were 70 signatures on the nomination papers. 

The small but thriving Baffin Island town of Iqaluit will become the capital of 
Nunavut, an area that contains more than two million square miles of territory, 
much of it tundra and wasteland. The total population of Nunavut, ofwhich nearly 
90 percent are Inuit, numbers just over 25,000. 

During a recent conversation with media, 35 year old Goo Arlooktoo, reluctant 
to tip his hand, did indicate his interest in the premiership when he said that if* 
he was elected he would “certainly run for cabinet and leave it open for the 
premier.” 

Mr. Arlooktoo, who said he’s running on a platform that focuses on solid 
planning and fiscal restraint, says he’s aware that forming a new government is 
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Awards announced, continued from page 5 

certain we get off on the right foot,” he told his campaign t^mTuring a°r!Tc^nt 

I want to become Premier.” He did say, however, that if theVeople chose him at 
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Experience our Northern Hospitality" 

PiNqo PARk Lodq e 

(Hotel/Restaurant) 

24 Modern Rooms 

Single & Double . Daily, Weekly & Monthly Races 
Sacellice TV, Games Room . Exercise Room . Plug Ins 
Home cooked meals wich a comfy environment 

Open year round for your convenienceI 
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Creations by TSerna 


Specializing in Wedding Gowns & Formal Wear 
First Nations and M6tis Traditional and 
Contemporary/ Original Designs 
Custom Tailored Just For You 

Berna Beaulieu 

132 Borden Drive, P. O. Box 2942 
Yellowknife, NT XIA2R2 
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Phone: (867) 873-2054 
Fax: (867) 920-4608 
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Under the Northern Sky 

"by Xavier Kataquapit 
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Focus on Education 



Lakehead University 

NATIVE LANGUAGE INSTRUCTORS' PROGRAM town"l“dfo~ov a 

- - - - — ; — . ---- \ eminent. For eight years 


Ifif—S5b 




KS 

Dale: J^y^-July 

mm. 



my history, and now in 


fish but not like I used to 

SHSH 


time In the" bush'this 
























































Alberta Native News January, 1999 

Red River College: turn your 
home into a virtual classroom 


"Our students are in Winnipeg and rural and remote communities in several 
provinces,’ says Ron Knudsen, Red River College’s senior Distance Education 
manager. 

“Aboriginal students, who often live far from a college, represent a fast-growing 
segment of our enrolment, particularly in the Early Childhood Education pro¬ 
gram. We offer the first year of the two-year diploma program by Distance 
Education. Red River is recognized as a national leader in Early Childhood 
• Education.” 

This year, more than 1,200 students are expected to register in over 100 courses 
offered by Red River’s Distance Education department. Enrolment is up 23 
percent over last year. The most popular programs are Early Childhood Educa¬ 
tion, Activities (for those who work with seniors), Health Care Aide, Business and 
Administrative Studies, Microcomputer Applications, and Library Training 

Others attracting lots of students include Studies in Aboriginal Child Care, 
Studies in Special Needs Child Care, Developmental Services Worker, and four 
nursing programs (RN Refresher, Cancer Care, Emergency, and Maternal- 


off, and within the next ___ _ _ _ _ 

Management certificate and the first year of the Library and Information 
Technology diploma available entirely by Distance Education. 

Currently, nine programs are available entirely by Distance Education: Activi¬ 
ties, Cancer Care Nursing, first-year Early Childhood Education, Emergency 
Nursing, Health Care Aide, Library Training, Maternal-Newborn Nursing, Reg¬ 
istered Nurse Refresher, and Studies in Aboriginal Child Care. 

Most courses can be started any time; others are scheduled for the fall, winter 
and spring terms. Fees, which include textbooks and toll-free instruction, are 
reasonable. Video-tapes are loaned to students, who can also access the college 
library. Students can register by phone, fax, or mail. Sponsorship forms are 
available. 

Courses are delivered by combinations of two or more methods, including print 
materials, textbooks, teleconference sessions, telephone tutoring, video-tapes, 
CD-ROMS, e-mail, and the World Wide Web. Clinical practices are arranged for 
health care aide and nursing programs. 

Most courses, those delivered by correspondence, video-correspondence, e-mail, 

1 orld Wide Web, and CD-ROM, can be started any time by individual students 
They are supported by telephone or e-mail tutorials. 

Teleconference courses are run for groups of students. They are used for courses 
ihat require more interaction, particularly Early Childhood Education, Activities, 
and the two library training programs. Teleconference courses include the 
features,of,correspondence courses, plus students scattered all over the country 


^ Red River College 

OF APPLIED ARTS, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 


The College 
Comes to You! 

Turn your home into a classroom. 

Prepare for a career or update employment skills 
with one of Canada's largest community colleges. 

Take college courses that... 

• have affordable fees 

• are credits towards certificates and diplomas 

• can be started any time (in many cases) 

• have toll-free telephone tutors 

You provide the classroom, 
we'll provide... 

• correspondence courses 

• video-correspondence courses 

• teleconference courses (toll-free) 

• Internet courses 


• CD-ROM courses 


Take the distance out of education! 




Call for a Guide to Distance Education 

1 - 800 - 616-1113 

Distance Education can be your solution for training individual 
and dispersed employees. We want to discuss your needs. 


Oo 



Many students,” says Knudsen, “take Distance Education courses to get a head 
start before coming to the college on a full-time basis. The reduced course load 
gives them a better chance to succeed when they come on campus. 

“Distance Education is a convenient and cost-effective way to bring college 
education and training to students scattered in northern and rural communities 
It really does take the distance out of education and turn a home or office into a 
“virtual” classroom.” 

To receive a copy of Red River College’s 26-page Guide to Distance Education 
call 1-800-61 fi-1113 



LearnNet offers a high-technology 
alternative to classroom learning 

Through LearnNet, your child can have access to the biggest classroom in the world ~ while her 
classroom teacher is just a phone call or email away. LearnNet combines home learning through 
technology with solid, school-based classroom education for students from Grades 2 through 12. 
Connect to a whole new world of learning with LearnNet. 

To find out more about LearnNet, please attend one of our open houses. 

ARGYLL HOME EDUCATION SERVICES CENTRE email:dtroock@epsb.edmonton.ab.ca 
8540 - 69 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T6E 0R6 kwhlting@epsb.edmonton.ab.ca 


W O R Kink 


CCRW’s flagship web site 

The virtual employment centre for 
the real world... 

www.WORKink.com 

• Online Employment Magazine • Create & Post 
Resumes • Live Chat • Professional Employment 
Counselling • Opportunities for People with 
Disabilities • Job Accommodation Information • 

• Employment Training Programs • 


Sponsored by: 


Canadian Council on 


Rehabilitation and Work 
de la Readaptation et du 
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- 1 -800-632-2901 

If calling from Saskatchewan pleas 
Phone: (780) 632-2900 Fax: (780) 632-4056 
5245 - 51 Avenue, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 1M4 


Call your local Aboriginal dealer now! 
will get you driving your new vehicle today, 
these people did: 

•se, Driftpile; Sandy Dion, Frog Lake; 




abBric HOUSE N 

THE HOME OF FABULOUS FABRICS 


Kid's Classes Friday Afternoon! 

We specialize In quilting cottons & notions 
205, 3rd Avenue • Cochrane • Alberta 
Phone/Fax (780) 932-3944 





o Additional Evening Upgrading Classes Now Available t 
Mondays and Wednesdays 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Interested In upgrading for the CBD, further 
education or Improving your literacy ?? Call us !! 


FREE of charge 
Supportive environment 
Small class sizes 

at your own pace 
Computer Assisted Learning 
Math, English and Science upgrading 
Daytime classes also available 


In recognition 
of the continuing 
achievements 
of our 

Dative Voutb... 
Srom 



Board of Directors, 

Education Administrator Daniel Metatawabin 
and Staff at 


MUNDO PEETABECK EDUCATION 
AUTHORITY 


“Together we’re making education work” 


Phone: (705) 278-3390 Fax: (705) 278-1049 

EDUCATION OFFICE, P. 0. BOX 31, FORT ALBANY, ON POL 1 HO 


WOOD HEAT 



Wood is a renewable source of heat. 

Unlike gas or oil heat it does not contribute to global warming 


#1 Ch° ic ® B 

ngfr th h e. 


CUT HEATING COSTS 


With the VALLEY COMFORT 
WOOD FURNACE: 

1 “' 



I Valley Comfort automatic heater la 
-.-moat efficient In it's class. Over 40 
years of unmatched quality 


Efficient combustion 
80,000 BTU rating 
Longer burning lime 
Large 24-in. long firebox 
Heavy cast iron liners 



• Heavy Gauge Steel 

• High Efficiency 

• Longer Burn 


FOR THE DEALER NEAREST YOU CONTACT. 

VALLEY COMFORT SYSTEMS & BLAZE KING 

1290 COMMERCIAL WAY, PENTICTON, B.C. V2A 3HS 

PHONE: (250) 49^*7444 






























































